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General instructions:  
Type your responses in ONE Word document, and upload your document to the assignment link titled Mid-Term Essay Exam  
 
Essay #1 : 50 points.  
Choose   ONE of the following essay topics to write about. Your essay should be 4-5 paragraphs in length. You need to include an introduction AND a conclusion. You may use information from the textbook and the lecture notes/videos ONLY.   DO NOT use outside sources. Plagiarism will NOT be tolerated.  
 
1. How did King Phillip’s War, Bacon’s Rebellion, and the Salem Witch Trials illustrate a widespread crisis in British North America in the late 17th century?
2. Compare and contrast the colonies of the Chesapeake and New England. 
3. What ideas generated by the American Enlightenment and the Great Awakening prompted challenges to religious, social, and political authorities in the British colonies?
4. What impelled European explorers to look west across the Atlantic in the late 15th century?  
5. Describe the Jamestown colony. Why did the colony initially struggle, and what factors accounted for both the short-term and long-term survival?
 
 
Essay #2 : 50 points.  
Choose   ONE of the following essay topics to write about. Your essay should be 4-5 paragraphs in length. You need to include an introduction AND a conclusion. You may use information from the textbook and the lecture notes/videos ONLY.   DO NOT use outside sources. Plagiarism will NOT be tolerated.  
 
1. How did the actions of the British authorities help to unite the American colonies during the 1760s and 1770s?
2. How did the American Revolution affect Native Americans, slaves, and women in society?
3. Identify the major parts of Hamilton’s financial plan. Who supported these proposals? Why did they create such passionate opposition? 
4. How did the expansion of the public sphere and a new language of rights offer opportunities for women in the Early Republic period? 
5. How did the limited central government created by the Articles of Confederation reflect the issues behind the Revolution and fears for individual liberties? 

